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Happy Spring Break everyone!   With this update being released just before our 
annual holiday, allow me to congratulate everyone for making it through the rainy 
dark months of January and February.  The 2 months between the Winter holidays 
and Spring Break can be challenging for students, parents and teachers alike; 
studies have shown that a student may find a number of troubling obstacles 
during this time and that the arrival of Spring Break can be seen as a rejuvenation 
of sorts.  Like many of you, we look forward to the relaxation ahead followed by 
ramping things up as we move towards June and the busyness connected with 
that time of year.  
 
A number of things have been keeping PMSS staff busy these days, including 
regular collaboration around the ‘NEW/REVISED CURRICULUM’ that will be 
implemented in grade 10 this September followed by grade 11/12 the year 
following.  Some required courses for Grade 10 students will have a different 
look/title in September while those in Grade 11 are preparing to write the 
provincial Numeracy Assessment this June.  Our parent group has been discussing 
this ongoing implementation at our monthly PAC meetings and thus I encourage 
you to attend when we meet again in April (Monday April 9 at 7pm).  
 
Student Course Selection for next year is now complete and the schedule building 
process has begun under the watchful eye of VP Mr. Denis Drapeau.  All parents 
should have had the opportunity to review/sign course selection forms brought 
home by our students.  If you have any questions regarding the classes for your 
son/daughter next year, please contact our counselling department.  
 
Our Winter Activity Season is winding down with recognition deserved by our Ski 
and Snowboard Club who was on a recent trip to Sun Peaks, to our Senior Girls 
Basketball Team who had a tremendous season and fell just short of the Provincial 
Tournament and to our Senior Boys Team who head off to the Provincial 
Tournament ranked #6 in the Province.  It has been a very successful season for 
many clubs and teams in the school.  
 
Finally, Term 2 report cards are being released the same week as this newsletter:  
Friday March 9 to be exact.   This indicates that we are 2/3rds of the way through 
the current school year.  It is important that students reflect on where they stand 
in their courses and make any necessary adjustments as we enter the home 
stretch.  Parents are encouraged to contact teachers at any time if you have 
questions. A reminder that report cards are no longer available in print from the 
school but are downloaded electronically by parents as was the case last June and 
this past Fall.  
  
The sun will be here soon.  See everyone on Monday March 26.  Happy Spring 
Break Everyone.   
Mike Keenan, Principal Cheryl Schwarz, V. Principal       Denis Drapeau, V. Principal 
mkeenan@sd42.ca cschwarz@sd42.ca   ddrapeau@sd42.ca  
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Upcoming Important Dates 
 

March 2 

 Term 2 ends 
 

March 4 

 Lady Marauder 
Basketball Banquet 4:30 

 

March 5 

 PAC Meeting 7pm 
 
March 7 

 Planning 10 Interviews 
 

March 9 

 Scholarship Deadline 

 e-Report Cards home 
 

March 12-23 

 Spring Break 
 

March 26 

 School Reopens 
 

March 30 & April 2 

 Easter Holidays 
 

April 9 

 PAC Meeting 7pm 
 

April 19 

 GT 12 Portfolio 
Presentations 
 

April 20 

 Late Start 9:50am 
 

April 30 

 Pro D Day (no classes) 
 

May 7 

 PAC Meeting 7pm 
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       Grade 8 Registration 
 
Online registration for the 2018-2019 school year closed on Friday, March 
2, 2018.  If you missed this online registration process you will need to 
visit your catchment high school to complete a paper registration form. 
 
Parents will be notified after Spring Break of their child’s high school 
placement. 
 
Parents wishing to transfer school must complete a transfer request form 
at the assigned school.  A review of these transfer requests will be 
completed before the grade 7 orientation on May 30, 2018. 

 
http://www.sd42.ca/student-registration/ 
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DID YOU HAVE A SON OR DAUGHTER GRADUATE IN 2017? 
 

If you answer yes to this question, we have Ministry of Education Dogwood Certificates as 
well as photographs of graduates wearing their caps and gowns.  Please come pick up these 
documents as soon as possible.  We will not be mailing them.  Please spread the word!  
Thank you. 
 

 
May 18 

 Late Start 9:50am 
 

May 21 

 Victoria Day Holiday 
 

May 22 

 Pro D Day (no classes) 
 

May 25 

 Prom @ Swaneset 

 Dry Grad @ PMSS 
 

May 30 

 Grade 7 Day (no classes 
for Grade 8 students) 
 

June 21 
 

 Last day regular classes 
 

June 25 

 English 12 Provincial 
Exam 
 

June 26 

 FRAL 12 Provincial Exam 
 

June 27 

 Communications 12 
Provincial Exam 
 

 Formal Grad Ceremony 
@ Hard Rock Theatre 
5pm 

 

 e-Report Cards home 
 

June 28 

 School closes 
 

  

 

 

e-Report cards will be live on Friday, March 9th.  Both parents and 

students can access these online reports.  All parents will receive an email 
from MyClass providing information to access these online documents.   
As report cards are only viewable for 30 days, it is recommended that you 
print a copy for your records.  NOTE the school will NOT be printing report 
cards so if wish a copy, either save to your computer or print. 
 
If you did not sign the parent permission forms sent in September by the 
District Education Office, students will not have access to their me.sd42.ca 
accounts. 
 
If you have concerns regarding the e-Report Cards please email 
myclass@sd42.ca.   
Should you have any questions regarding marks and work habits, please 
contact teachers directly.  All email addresses are on our school website 
pmss.sd42.ca. 
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The Redesigned Curriculum at Pitt Meadows Secondary 

 
 
 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING 
 

ollaborative learning is an educational approach to teaching and learning that involves groups of students 

working together to solve a problem, complete a task, or create a product. This approach requires students to 

be highly engaged in their learning, with a focus on process rather than on the right answer.   

Students are expected to come prepared to discuss and collaborate. Teachers build in accountability with 

group marks and individual student assessments. Students teach each other through working on challenging class 

problems with the teacher as facilitator or coach. The goal is to shift learning from teacher-centered to a student-

centered model.   

 

For more information about the new curriculum, visit http://www.sd42.ca/new-curriculum.  

 
Coming in April – Place-Based Learning. 

 

 
 

French Immersion students collaborating while writing a song for a class presentation. 
 

Core Competencies: What are they and why are they in the new curriculum? 
The new curriculum centres around the following three core competency areas: communication, 

personal and social, thinking. They are sets of intellectual, personal, and social and emotional 

proficiencies that all students need to develop in order to engage in deep learning and life-long learning. 

Competencies are evident in every area of learning and in every grade, and come into play when students 

become actively engaged in their learning. During the school year, students will have an opportunity to 

self-assess their proficiencies in these core competencies. 
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